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A SHORT HISTORY OF  OUR TIMES
mental cleavage between those wfio think that liberty and the free play of the individual mind are the special characteristics of a civilized state, and those who regard obedience to authority as the principal human virtue.
A revival of the extremer forms of the doctrine which holds the State to be " an object in itself" justifying all means for the promotion of its interests and exacting complete obedience in its service, must be counted one of the results of a war which for a long period brought immense numbers under military discipline and familiarized them with the methods necessary to enforce it. In many countries it was found easier to suspend free institutions for the duration of the war than to bring m&m back to life when the war was over. That was especially the case in countries like Italy and Germany, where parKamentary institutions, as understood in Great Britain, had no roots in the past, or Russia, which but for the brief and troubled experimetit of the Duma, passed from one tyranny to another. The Nazi movement in Germany stands outside the period of this book, but that too, with special German or Prussian characteristics, was part of the general reaction from Russian Communism.
